
What are Schools for Anyway? 

Many schools have recently just passed the midway point of the first grading period.  As we 
move deeper into the fall our focus as educators shifts from the introduction to the body of the 
story of the 2011-2012 school year.  As I reflect upon the introduction of our school year, and the 
upcoming chapters, I have been thinking “What are Schools for Anyway?”   
 
The obvious answer of course is to educate students.  In Ohio, public educators must face the 
reality that public education today is not what it used to be.  Expectations for our schools have 
increased and changed.  School choice, state tests, the expectations of businesses and post-
secondary institutions, business and industry have all changed what we who are in education do. 
 
Our mission in the Chillicothe City School District is to prepare respectful, responsible, 
productive citizens for the 21st century global community.  There is no doubt that it is important 
for students to gain knowledge and skills that are part of the state’s approved curriculum.  I 
think, in a larger sense we educators must continually be thinking about encouraging our 
students to think about the world around them and how they can make it a better place. 
 
Over the past several years the Chillicothe Schools have focused a lot of energy on partnerships 
with local non-profit organizations.  Through a program and a series of grants our “Learn and 
Serve” program has raised money, performed work, and supported many highly-regarded local 
charities such as United Way, the American Red Cross, the Adena Mansion and Gardens, and the 
Good Samaritan Network Food Bank to name just a few.  Naturally, I am quite proud of our 
students and staff who are learning that the purpose of their education is not just to learn things 
written in a book, but to apply respect, responsibility, and being a good citizen to their lives by 
doing things for others.   
 
October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month and we have partnered with the Stephanie Spielman 
Foundation to host a Spielman Classic Football game on October 21st.  Groups of students will 
be participating in a variety of activities to help raise funds for Breast Cancer Research and also 
for Adena Regional Medical Center’s new Cancer Center.  This terrible disease has touched so 
many lives in our community so we are thankful to have the opportunity to help raise money to 
stop breast cancer.  A special “kick-off” event is scheduled for Monday, October 17 when Chris 
Spielman and Joel Penton will visit Chillicothe High School to speak to students and later in the 
evening to the community beginning at 7:00 p.m. in the Chillicothe High School Auditorium.  
On Wednesday, October 19 we are asking all staff, students, and faculty to wear pink in honor of 
those who have survived breast cancer and in memory of those who did not survive.  For more 
information on the week’s events or if you would like to contribute to our fundraising efforts 
please visit our website at www.ccsd.us. 
 

http://www.ccsd.us/�


I believe the mission of all schools should be to help improve the community it serves.  By 
teaching our students that school is about more than just knowledge, but is about applying 
knowledge to address real problems that exist in our community, I believe we will not only fulfill 
a mission, but improve the quality of life for the students, and the community which supports 
them.  As we continue to write the chapters of this school year it is good to know that in spite of 
all the focus on testing and funding we still can focus on finding our purpose as human beings. 


